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products of many intimate personal experiences in a decisive
epoch of our life. Home sentiment, therefore, has more the
nature of an organic growth, while national sentiment is more
artificial, though there are many connexions between them.
Maurice Barr&s has tried to centre his doctrine of nationalism in
the cult of the soil and the dead, and the Nazis proclaim a gospel
of blood and soil. The smaller a nation is, the more its territory
has the character of the natal soil. This may be one of the reasons
why the national sentiment of small nations is often particularly
sensitive in regard to the integrity of what they look upon as their
national territory. Home feeling, in any case, is only one of the
factors creating national loyalty.
Modern national States, as a rule, strive to concentrate all
sentiments of loyalty, pride and affection upon the national
territory at the expense both of wider and of smaller territories.
This implies, on the one hand, isolationism in regard to the fate
of other nations, and, on the other, the suppression of particular-
ism within the nation. The French Revolution abolished the
historic provinces of France and introduced a new artificial
division of the territory into departments. Italy after her unifica-
tion followed this example. After the last war the national States
formed out of the territories of Austria-Hungary abolished the
provincial diets and similar institutions. Hitler too laid great
stress on suppressing all institutions and traditions, helping the
maintenance of patriotism to the historical territories of the Reich
and of his conquests. He even wiped out the name of Austria,
connected with such g orious pages in the history of civilization.
As a substitute for the suppressed feelings towards the old terri-
tories, the nationalists encourage harmless manifestations of local
sentiment such as folk-dances, popular songs, peasant-costumes,
and so on.
The idea of the national territory is an important element of
every modern national ideology. Every nation regards its
country as an inalienable sacred heritage, and its independence,
integrity, and homogeneity appear bound up with national
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After the last Great War there was a strong tendency among democratic educa-
tionists, especially in Austria, to foster local sentiment through the schools, and to
replace in the teaching of history the record of wars by that of cultural progress as
evidenced in local monuments and traditions. Text-books were written in this sense.
The change was mainly advocated on grounds of pedagogical method as it was
beheved that local mbnuments and traditions would appeal more to the juvenile mind
than the dry text of books. But one of the motives was also the wish to eliminate from
instruction elements likely to foster the spirit of warlike nationalism.